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As our members are aware, we are spending 2022 celebrating the 20th anniversary of the founding of the French & Indian War 
Foundation of Winchester, VA, through a series of events and activities.   

For the record, on June 10, 2002, the foundation received official notification from the Commonwealth of Virginia certifying the 
incorporation of the organization as a duly registered entity with the State Corporation Commission which was a major milestone 
for the new organization. 

During the first 10 years a great deal of effort was invested in developing the framework for the organization, defining its mission, 
providing a sound financial base to allow it to operate as well as initiating applications for listing the site on state and national  
historic registries.  We are thankful for the foresight of the organization’s founders to preserve the Baker-Hardy house property 
and for establishing the Foundation for this purpose. 

Fundraising over those years was successful in establishing that sound financial base and the efforts to achieve historic site 
recognition eventually came to fruition.   

The second 10 years has seen continued growth of the organization and expansion of its educational and outreach programs.  
Listed below are some notable milestones:  

2013 Listing on Virginia Landmarks Registry 

  Roll-out of Cell Phone tour developed by Scott Straub 

2014 Listing on National Registry of Historic Places 

2016  Establishment of Capt. George Mercer’s Co. living history group by Tony Elar, his son and Jim Moyer 

2017 Publication of new 4-color brochure and Cell Tour rack card designed by David Grosso and Amy DuBrueler 

2018  Celebration of GW’s 1758 election to House of Burgesses, conceived by Jim Moyer; now an annual event 

2019 Introduction of new, 4-color, Foundation logo designed by Steve Resan 

  President’s Day muster by Mercer’s Company at the Fort Loudoun site; now an annual event 

2021 Updated website to a modern format and concept; team led by Scott Straub 

  Publication of George Washington coloring book and later Daniel Morgan book by Scott Straub 

  Development of Fort Loudoun Virtual Tour now on website by a committee chaired by Scott Straub 

2022 Loan on property reduced below $100,000 through fund raising, grants and gifts 

  Update of Foundation Strategic Plan with vision for the future following retirement of property loan 

Having updated the Strategic Plan, work has begun to create a comprehensive Site Plan for the house and property.  We would 
welcome input from the membership for this process, including volunteers for the committee that is working on the plan.  This is 
your chance to help chart the course of the Foundation’s future.  

For the next 20 years and beyond the foundation envisions the establishment of an endowment for funding the development and 
operation of an interpretive center at the site.  Having an established fund for support of operation and education and outreach 
activities would allow foundation members to expend more time and effort for these purposes and less on fundraising.   

You have an opportunity to make a lasting contribution to this goal and assist in perpetuating the FIWF and its mission for the 
indefinite future by donating $1,000, $5,000, $10,000, or whatever you are comfortable contributing.  If an immediate contribution 
is not within your means, we would ask that you consider remembering the foundation in your estate planning. 

How ever you are able to contribute, with your help we can achieve this important goal.  We thank you for your continuing       
support. 
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The FIWF has recently added a "Virtual Tour of Fort Loudoun" 

video on it's website at www.FIWF.org.  The video was pro-

duced by board member, Scott Straub, for the Foundation to 

give online visitors a sense of what Fort Loudoun may have 

looked like and some historical information about how and why 

it was built.  The narrative includes excerpts from actual letters 

written in the 1750's that make reference to the fort.   Vocal 

talent for the production was provided by the late Maria San-

tucci (narrator), David Sunter (voice of George Washington), 

Tony Elar (voice of Capt. George Mercer) and Jim Shipp (voice 

of Charles Smith).  To see the video, go to https://fiwf.org/fort-

loudoun-2 (directly), or click on link from the homepage at 

www.FIWF.org. 

The French & Indian War Foundation joined the American Military Heritage Museum in Stephens City Virginia for its 
annual event on June 11. Despite the rainy start, hundreds of military veterans and other visitors streamed onto the  
museum grounds which was filled with reenactors and living history displays representing various eras of American military history. 

Local historian and curator, P.M. Fravel, and friends hosted a free Veter-
ans Lunch. In addition to viewing the extensive collection of historical mili-
tary artifacts in the museum, a large array of operational military vehicles 
and were on display outside. Kids of all ages enjoyed riding in authentic 
military vehicles, including a small tracked vehicle known as the “weasel”. 
Big guns fired and the “Americans in Wartime - Voices of Freedom” mobile 
recording studio captured veteran’s stories.  

French & Indian War Foundation members introduced visitors to the organ-
ization, displayed the unique Stanford Longrifle, and shared information 
about Winchester’s Fort Loudoun and George Mercer’s Company.  

The American Military Heritage Museum annual event brings people 
together in celebration of our rich history and gratitude for our military 
veterans. The French & Indian War Foundation was proud to be part 
of it. 

Freddie Meyle with the Foundation Display 

WWII Veterans with P.M. Fravel 

http://www.FIWF.org


French troops, both royal marines and Canadian militiamen, established themselves at the Forks of the Ohio (present-day Pitts-
burgh) in April 1754, and under the command of Captain Claude-Pierre Pécaudy de Contrecoeur began work building Fort Du-
quesne. By May, the work site was a beehive of activity, as men and war matériel poured in from Canada, where Ange Duques-
ne de Menneville was governor. In late May, word arrived at the fort that “les Anglais” had sent a war party westward over the 
Allegheny Mountains into the watershed of the Belle Rivière (the Ohio), which meant that they were trespassing on French-
claimed territory. The kingdoms of France and Great Britain were at peace, and Contrecoeur, a civilized French marine officer, 
dispatched Joseph Coulon de Villiers de Jumonville with a small diplomatic party to inform the English, led by an unknown 
youngster, George Washington, that they were trespassing on French land and to ask them, politely, to withdraw eastward back 
over the Alleghenies into the watershed of the Potomac.  

In early June, shocking and disturbing news arrived at Contrecoeur’s headquarters in Fort Duquesne—violating the norms of all 
civilized nations, the English, just at dawn on May 27, ambushed Jumonville’s party (some men were still in their sleeping sacks), 
Washington himself firing the first shot. Most of the French who were not killed outright were wounded, and the Indians under 
Washington’s command dispatched them to eternity, including Jumonville, with tomahawks. Washington later wrote how much 
he enjoyed the whistle of bullets in his first full-on experience with frontier warfare. 

The one French marine to escape this savagery carried the news back to Con-
trecoeur at Fort Duquesne. He immediately began preparations to wreak venge-
ance on the English, who, leaving the French dead to be picked over by scaven-
gers, were hunkered down in rudely built Fort Necessity at Great Meadows. Con-
trecoeur selected Mercier to lead this revenge force of Frenchmen and their al-
lied Indians, and he was on the cusp of departing Fort Duquesne when things 
changed, changed dramatically. Louis Coulon de Villiers, Jumonville’s half-
brother, having descended the Allegheny River, arrived at Fort Duquesne from 
Canada at 8:00 am on June 26. He brought with him reinforcements and a gut 
full of vengeful passion. Mercier immediately stepped aside, and Contrecoeur 
appointed Villiers to command the gathering force of French and Indian allies.  

The debacle at Fort Necessity in July 1754 is one of most obsessively studied 
episodes in George Washington’s life, for it was his elementary school in frontier 
warfare; defeat is a harsher 
but better schoolmaster than  
victory. Although not consult-
ed by American historians of 
the French and Indian War 
(Those damnable French 
manuscripts are such a head-
ache!), the “Journal de la 
Campagne” that Villiers care-
fully kept of his campaign 

against Washington “ is an indispensable source for understanding the semi-
nal events that transpired during June and July 1754. 

For three days, Villiers gath-
ered his forces, provided two 
kegs of wine (sent to the 
Ohio wilderness from Bor-
deaux via Quebec, Montreal, 
and Niagara) with which his 
Indians could get shit-faced 
drunk, and discussed plans 
with Contrecoeur. On June 
28, Contrecoeur issued or-
ders that Villiers was “to pur-
sue the English army (i.e., Washington’s forces), attack them, and if necessary 
totally destroy them in order to exact revenge for the murder (of Jumonville) that 
they have committed. . . . Sieur de Villiers is ordered to avoid all cruelty in so far 
as his authority permits”; the past phrase alluding to the limits on Villier’s power 
to control his Indians. This power was contingent on two things: keeping alcohol 
out of the Indians’ hands (and gullets), and the moral force of Villiers’s personal-
ity. Washington’s life ultimately depended on these two contingencies.    

After an early morning Mass outside Fort Duquesne on June 29, an extraordi-
nary force of some 600 Frenchmen and 100 Indians set out up the Monongahe-
la River in pirogues. They carried with them a Roman Catholic priest, but no 

alcohol of any kind, for Villiers’s pursuit of Washington was going to be focused and sober, clear-headed, and clear-eyed 
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Map by royal cartographer, Jacques-Nicolas Bellin. Notice 
F Duquesne, F de Necéssité, and Vinchester. 



Randy Sprouse and Sally Hallida 

The Foundation kicked off their 20th year celebration on Sunday, May 15th at the George Washington Hotel.  About 60 people 
attended and celebrated with a delicious lunch and drinks. 

A fantastic collection of pictures from our first 20 years were on display for all to see. 

We were fortunate to have as our speaker, local historian, Dr. Carl Ekberg. Carl is a foremost French Colonial Historian. He   
presented a slide presentation that was fascinating!  

The topic was “George Washington Gets Lucky, July 4, 1754” (the presentation is shared in beginning on page 3). 

Carl dedicated his talk to past board member, Norman L. Baker, who passed away Aug. 2019. 

In the audience were Norman’s wife, Suzanne Baker and Norman’s daughter, Syntha. Both traveled from Florida to attend. 
Ralph (Chip) and Susan Hardy also traveled from Pennsylvania to attend.  Norman’s mother was Ann Hardy from whom we  
purchased the Baker-Hardy house. 

Thanks to all that attended! Thank you to Karen Shipp for working on the silent auction.  

President David Grosso recapped our first 20 years. Much has been accomplished for history sake. We are prospering and 
blooming with new members!  Move over Civil War...this was "The War That Made America." 

Dr. Andres Salazar,  Carl Ekberg and Ellie Salazar 

20th Celebration 

Lunch & Lecture! 

Chip and Susan Hardy 
from Pennsylvania 

Freddie Meyle and his mother, Rebecca C. Meyle 

Dr. Carl Eckberg 



Ms. Maral Kalbian introducing Dr. Carl Ekberg 
in the French language 

Julia McCaul 

Karen & Jim Shipp 

Ralph (Chip) Hardy and Susan Hardy with Linda Ross 

(L-R) Randy Sprouse, Carl Ekberg, Suzanne Baker, Linda Ross 
and Ellie Salazar 

Mr. Nelson Keech 

Former Board Member David Look 

Lucia Henderson (L), Vice-Regent of 
the Mount Vernon Ladies Association 

for Virginia with Maral Kalbian 

Jim Moyer 
Dr. Andres Salazar and Ellie 



 

—and devastatingly effective. As the flotilla of pirogues ascended the Monongahela, Indian scouts and French marine cadets-in-
training raced along the banks of the river to prevent any surprise ambushes heading upstream. 

Leaving the pirogues on the bank of the Monongahela near the mouth of Redstone Creek (now Brownsville, Pa), Villiers’s force 
moved quickly eastward on foot, their focus riveted on Great Meadows and Washington’s stockaded fort. Villiers’s Catholic priest 
could not keep up the fast pace, so Villiers halted the expedition and had the priest conduct a quick service of absolution to pre-
pare his men for battle and possible death. The Frenchmen were Roman Catholics to the core, and they were preparing, spiritu-
ally, to kill, or be killed by, vile Protestants. The accompanying Indians did not know what to make of all this incomprehensible 
ceremony but were content to scratch their heads and gaze on in wonderment at the strange French religious practices. 

Heading for Washington’s encampment and fort at Great Meadows, Villiers came upon the site of his brother’s murder (now me-
morialized as Jumonville Glen) and dryly noted that there were still remnants of corpses to be seen. But “let the dead bury the 
dead,” for Villiers was determined to push his dedicated pursuit of Washington as quickly as possible to its inevitable climax. 

Arriving within distant eyeshot of Fort Necessity at Great Meadows, on the morning of July 3, Villliers was pleasantly surprised by 
Washington’s strategic ineptitude, noting that the fort was “situated rather advantageously.” Villiers meant that the fort’s location 
provided his men a perfect opportunity to fire unimpeded on Washington’s men while themselves remaining safely within the pro-
tection of the surrounding forest.  

The shootin’ match was quickly over. Washington’s Virginians were ill-trained, undisciplined, dog tired, and soaking wet (It had 
been raining for days.); moreover, half of them were drunk, imbibing strong drink to assuage their fears about what Villiers’s Indi-
ans might do to them in their pathetic, vulnerable condition. Late the night of July 3, Washington prudently surrendered to Villiers, 
acknowledging in the written capitulation that Jumonville had been “murdered [assassiné]” when Washington attacked his party 
on May 27. 

Washington’s men need not have worried for their lives. Villiers’s Indians were stone-cold sober, and he was absolutely deter-
mined to keep them that way, and, therefore, completely under his control. The morning of July 4, Villiers immediately seized the 
barrels of liquor (probably rum) in Washington’s camp and stove them in before his Indians could get into them. Delectably un-
derstating the situation, Villiers noted that “I busted up the barrels of liquor to avoid the disorders that would have inevitably tran-
spired.” In other words, Villiers’s prudent action prevented what would have been a certain blood bath, with the French-allied In-
dians delightedly chopping up English flesh with their tomahawks.  

July 4, 1754, was one of the luckiest days of George Washington’s life, and his luck wholly resided in the fact that Louis Coulon 
de Villiers was an officer and a gentleman, and that he interceded quickly and forcefully to protect Washington and his men—
even though his brother had met his gruesome death at their hands. Villiers would not have known at the time that it was the fa-
mous Seneca Indian, Half King, who had in fact wielded the tomahawk that smashed out Jumonville’s brains that fateful dawn of 
May 27. 

Villiers destroyed Fort Necessity, smashed nine swivel guns, killed all the horses and cattle, and returned to Fort Duquesne with 
what quickly became a famous (or rather infamous) surrender document signed by Washington. Washington’s men limped back 
over the Alleghenies to Will’s Creek (now Cumberland MD) to lick their wounds, wondering what the hell had happened to bring 
on their pains and humiliation; and, of all things, at the hands of Roman Catholic Frenchmen, who were widely deemed to be 
effeminate pushovers. Washington claimed, with a 
good dose of braggadocio, in a letter to Virginia 
Governor Dinwiddie that “If the whole Detacht of 
the French behave with no more Risolution than 
this chosen Party did I flatter myself we shall have 
no grt trouble in driving them to Montreal.” 

Epilogue 

Montreal lay well beyond his reach. But Washing-
ton scurried off to Williamsburg to explain things to 
Governor Dinwiddie; young George certainly did 
have some ‘splaining to do. Dinwiddie, who was 
personally very fond of young Washington, accept-
ed George’s explanations of the Fort Necessity 
debacle with good graces, especially after Wash-
ington claimed that his troops had killed “above 
three hundred” of Villiers’s forces.  That fantastical 
number of dead Frenchmen warmed Dinwiddie’s 
heart, and Washington left the governor’s office 
with head held high. Villiers’s factual casualty re-
port noted that two Frenchmen and one Indian 
were killed (and seventeen French wounded) at 
l’affaire Fort Necessity. 

continued from page 3

2022 Community Foundation Grant Award 

We have been notified that the  Community Foundation of Northern 
Shenandoah Valley has awarded us a grant of $1750 for Fort Loudoun 
Site Investigation.  We had submitted a request for a grant for $4000 to 
do 2 things - 1) remove boxwoods and investigate the side of the well 

cover and 2) perform a ground penetrating radar survey. The grant was 
submitted by Donna Leight and a Site Investigation Team will be led by 
Eric Robinson (Project Manager) to determine the best use of the funds 

for the work at the site. 

 

Grant Opportunities to Support our Foundation 

The Foundation is actively seeking opportunities to further our mission 
of “Preserving and Interpreting the Colonial History of Virginia’s      

Frontier”. This past Spring, we applied for a grant from the Community 
Foundation of Northern Shenandoah Valley to perform site investigation 

around George Washington’s Fort Loudoun well site, as well as a 
Ground Penetrating Radar survey of the Foundation’s Loudoun Street 
property. This Fall, we will be applying for a Commonwealth History 

Fund grant, through the Virginia Museum of History & Culture. Our grant 
application will focus on children’s education of the French & Indian  
War era and the Virginia frontier.  Please wish us luck on receiving a 

grant award! 
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NAME _____________________________  

ADDRESS  _________________________  

CITY ______________________________  

STATE  ___________________________  

ZIP _______________________________  

TELEPHONE _______________________  

E-MAIL ____________________________  

Annual Dues 

□ Student $ 15 

□ Individual / Family $ 30 

□ Patron $ 100 

□ Sustaining        $ 250 

□ Benefactor        $ 500 

100 Soldiers—Lifetime Memberships 

□ Soldier     $ 1,000 

□ Captain                   $ 5,000 

□ Colonel                 $ 10,000 

The Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization 

YES, I wish to become a member of the French and Indian War Foundation 
 and play an important role in supporting the educational goals and preservation of 

the sites associated with this conflict on the American frontier. 

Mission 

Goals 

• Raise public awareness about the war 
and its consequences through public 
lectures and tours, as well as publica-
tion in the media. 

• Collect and conserve primary docu-
ments relating to the war. 

• Identify, document, preserve and inter-
pret French and Indian War era land-
marks in the backcountry of the mid-
Atlantic colonies. 

• Cooperate with privately and publicly 
owned French and Indian War fort 
sites in research, promotion and 
preservation activities. 

 

We encourage high school and college 
History students to  

participate with all activities. 

□ I will volunteer my  

services 

□ I would like to make a  

Donation __________  

Please forward this form to: 

The French and Indian War  

Foundation 

P.O. Box 751 
Winchester, VA 22604 
 

www.FIWF.org 

President, David Grosso 

Vice President, Stevan A. Resan 

Treasurer, Jimmie L. Shipp 

Secretary, Eric Robinson 

Historian (interim), Steven A. Resan 

Dale Corey 

Carl Ekberg 

Tony Elar 

Donna Leight  

Erick Moore 

Scott Straub 
 

Committee Chairs 

Building & Grounds, Erick Moore 

By-Laws, Stevan A. Resan 

Development/Fundraising,  
Tony Elar 

Education & Outreach,  
Donna Leight 

Events Planner, Linda Quynn Ross 

Finance, Jimmie L. Shipp 

Membership, David Grosso 

Newsletter, Dale Corey 
 

Call for Committee Members! 
If you have ideas, time or resources we 
need your help. If you could serve on any 
of the above committees, please email 
fiwf.dsg@comcast.net. 
 

The Board of Directors currently meets at 
3:30 p.m. on the 1st Thursday of the 

month.  Meetings are hybrid conducted 

both in person and via Zoom .  
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Fresh Ideas and Member Participation 

We know you’re interested in history, because you’re a member of  
the French & Indian War Foundation. As an organization, it is         

important that we grow, support our community, and collaborate with 
other historical organizations in our area.  Fresh ideas and active 

member participation are key to this growth.  

Would you like to be more involved? There are many activities where 
you can make a difference including supporting educational programs, 

organizing tours and events, writing articles for the newsletter,       
researching topics, helping with site investigation, becoming a history 

interpreter, giving lectures, and fundraising. 

Perhaps you’d be interested in becoming a member of our Board of 
Directors. We are looking for candidates to help lead our organization. 

Please consider volunteering.  

If you’d like to know more or are interested in supporting our efforts, 
please contact Donna Leight at 240-344-3290 or 

DLeight99@gmail.com.  



French and Indian War Foundation 
Box 751   
Winchester, VA 22604 
 

frenchandindianwarfoundation.org 

September 24-25 - French and Indian War Weekend, Abrams Delight 

Winchester, VA 

November 5 - Clarke County Heritage Day, Burwell Morgan Mill 

Millwood, VA 

November 13 - French and Indian War Foundation Annual Meeting 

April 15, 2023 - Springdale Tour 


