
   

In 2018 Our City announced that there would be a series of special events to celebrate the 275
th
 Birthday of Winchester!  Well…

this was a big deal for the FIWF because we are, first and foremost, a history organization.  

Noticing the various scheduled events, we recognized a need for a Big Splash, a Big Event in Winchester to honor this birthday.  
Carl Ekberg leaned over to me at a board meeting and whispered, “we’ve GOT to do something about this” and I quickly replied, 
“we do!” I know Carl is an engaging speaker; his last lecture on Thomas Jefferson in Paris drew an enthusiastic crowd of Jeffer-
son lovers. I said, Carl, “if you give the presentation, and I’ll agree to make all the arrangements.” We had a handshake. I knew 
Carl would give a dynamic talk; this is his nature and why he is often requested to speak about his research on colonial America.  

I attended some City meetings for planning the 275
th
 with Tim Youmans and Amy Simmons, and I presented our idea about con-

necting young Washington and early Winchester. To draw a big crowd, I asked the 
Historical Society to help spread the word about our plans. 

My doers committee consisted of fellow F&IW enthusiasts, Susan Emmart, Randy 
Sprouse, and Amy DuBrueler, who is a dynamo at composing invitations. 

My first request was to The George Washington Hotel, in hopes of reserving their 
beautiful ballroom. I got nothing but positive reactions from Suzi Smith, General   
Manager. All I had to do was fill 96 seats and come up with a plan to do food and 
drinks. The hotel had a good menu for a Sunday, fried chicken, mashed potatoes and 
dessert.  

We wanted to invite everyone in town to this special free event. The date chosen was 
Sunday, Sept. 15

th
, 2019. We invited the Mayor, City Council and former mayors. We 

reached out to the local history buffs we knew and also to students at Lord Fairfax Community College and Shenandoah Universi-
ty. (Kids are busy in Sept. so I knew I had to look further.) Buses brought in folks from the Village at Orchard Ridge and Westmin-
ster Canterbury.   

Everyone told me, you’ll never get 96 people on a Sunday! But I love a challenge. What better way to broadcast an event about 
our town’s history than to have C-Span television come to Winchester (C-Span had never visited!) I figured that they would love 
Winchester. I had been to live broadcasts of C-SPAN at Mt. Vernon, so I contacted Susan Swaim and Delia Rios with C-SPAN 
and told her that we had the perfect venue. Their firm response was “We don’t do Sundays!”  I begged Delia and told her that we 
would provide her crew with drinks and lunch. She finally relented and told me that she would find a crew to come for Winches-
ter’s French and Indian War Foundation Celebration.   

The Big Day approached, and I had sent out, repeatedly, invitations to City employees and others. Amy DuBrueler designed a 
beautiful invitation with the cover being “Fort Loudoun and Winchester in 1756,” done by local artist Eric Cherry. 

People came strolling in early and my goodness, they kept arriving. Only a few persons 
knew that we had C-Span coming, because of the late notice they gave us.  But WOW…. 
all our history followers were certainly excited about this event. And they kept coming! All 
total more than 120 people, and we had to scrounge for more chairs. Past Mayor Charlie 
Zuckerman (95) and Martha Bartlett, came all the way from Washington. Martha is the 
great granddaughter of Charles Broadway Rouss and loves Winchester! We had Win-
chester Star Editor, Adrian O’Connor and architectural historian Maral Kalbian. Carl’s son, 
Andrew Ekberg, came all the way from Colorado to lend moral support to his father. 

Randy Sprouse, President of the Clarke Co. Historical Society introduced me as Past 
President of the Foundation. I introduced David Grosso, President of the FIWF, special 

guests and the Mayor of Winchester, David Smith. Mayor Smith said a few gracious words 
of welcome for the 275

th
 in Winchester. 

Carl’s presentation was an eye-opener for us all, as he wove  
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Ballroom of The George Washington Hotel,  
L-R, Mayor David Smith, Eden Freeman, Linda Ross, 

Dana Evans & Susan Emmart 

 

 

 

 

L-R, Dana Evans, Linda Ross, Eden Freeman  

& Martha Bartlett.  
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Winchester was George Washington’s military academy, his West Point, long before there    
was any such institution. Having had no formal education of any kind (only some tutorship in 
readin’, writin’ and ’rithmatic from his older brother and mother) Washington went to school    
during Virginia’s frontier crisis of 1754-58. These were his formative years, when he learned  
the art of command, leadership, how to draft coherent orders, and even how to cultivate his  
superiors in the essential political realm of Williamsburg. At the outset of the French and   
Indian War, Washington chose to make Winchester his command headquarters, which also 
served as his classroom, and no student was ever so attentive and assiduous as was Wash-
ington during that tumultuous time on Virginia’s western frontier. The lives of women, children 
and men depended on his schoolwork, he well understood that, and it compelled him to   
concentrate all of his energies on enlarging his moral and intellectual faculties.  

If Winchester was his classroom, Humphrey Bland’s Treatise of Military Discipline (London, 
many editions) was his master textbook. Washington kept this book by his bedside and       
recommended it to all of his junior officers. Immersing himself in it, Washington both learned  
about  military affairs and improved his prose style, which became clearer and more gram-

matical over time. Burning with high ambitions, but understanding his limitations from lack of formal schooling, Washington was a 
relentless self-improver, an autodidact par excellence.  

Washington first came to know Winchester in 1748, when, working as a sixteen-year-old survey-
or for Lord Fairfax, he used the town (then known as Fredericktown) as a jumping off point for his 
surveys that lay westward over the mountains and up the South Branch of the Potomac River, in 
the area where Moorefield, West Virginia is now situated. From the get-go, young George liked 
Winchester, where the local hospitality delighted him.  He noted in his journal on March 16 that 
“we took a Review of the Town & then return’d to our Lodgings where we had a good Dinner 
prepar’d for us. Wine & Rum Punch in Plenty & a good Feather Bed with clean Sheets which was 
a very agreeable regale.” George was a bit young to be ingesting rum punch (famous in the 
eighteenth century for its knock properties), but throughout his life he was rigorously temperate in 
his use of alcohol, and he detested drunkenness in others. In any case, Washington’s first, favor-
able impressions of Winchester stuck with him for life. 

Winchester was the largest settlement in the Shenandoah Valley in 1754, and it was geograph-
ically oriented for settler expansion westward, into and over the mountains. It was natural that the 
town would serve as Washington’s base when Governor Dinwiddie dispatched him northwest-
ward into the high Alleganies to confront the French, who were claiming all the land within the 
watershed of the Ohio River, including the valleys of the Monongahela and Youghioughney    
rivers. Washington’s adventures and misadventures, victories and defeats, in the mountains in 1754 are well-known—he suc-
cessfully ambushed and destroyed Ensign Joseph Coulon de Jumonville’s reconnaissance party at Jumonville Glen on May 28, 
1754, but then, in humiliation, was forced to surrender Fort Necessity on July 4 to Jumonville’s brother, Louis Coulon de Villiers. 
Villiers’ remarkable restraint and mercy (which “falleth like a gentle rain from heaven”) and magnanimity on this occasion spared 
Washington’s life and those of his troops. Significantly, Governor Dinwiddie himself traveled the tedious route over the Blue 
Ridge Mountains from Williamsburg to Winchester in order more closely to observe Washington’s actions in the mountains to the 
northwest, and he never faulted Washington for his humiliating surrender at  Fort Necessity. Indeed, Dinwiddie was delighted 
with young Washington’s courage and aggressiveness and awarded him his very first military medal for having annihilated 
Jumonville’s command. Washington was tickled with this award, and the gracious governor even sweetened the award by send-
ing Washington some rum, “out of his own Store,” which Dinwiddie had had the piercing foresight to lug with him from Williams-

burg. Those eighteenth-century guys knew how to do things with style. 

The year 1755 brought more French victories, and British humiliations, on Virginia’s western-most 
frontier. General Edward Braddock was dispatched from Britain with an entire army to avenge the 
British loss at Fort Necessity the year before. Washington spent the first week of May 1755 with 
Braddock in Winchester (a town of about sixty houses), although the bulk of Braddock’s army it-
self, proceeding westward from Alexandria, passed just north of Winchester. From Winchester 
Braddock and Washington proceeded on to Fort Cumberland at Will’s Creek on the upper Poto-
mac, where they prepared for their disastrous encounter with French forces on the Monongahela 
River on July 9, 1755. Braddock did not survive this crushing defeat of British forces, but Washing-
ton famously and heroically did. With the regular British army in full flight and disarray, it was left to 
local forces (the Virginia Regiment) to defend Virginia’s northwestern frontier. By September 1755, 
Colonel Washington was in charge of all these forces and chose to locate his command post at 
strategically situated Winchester. For the next three years, the destinies of Washington as a leader 
and Winchester as a strategic center were indissolubly intertwined. The fate of one was the fate of 
the other; it was that simple. 

The startling military defeats of 1754 (Fort Necessity’s surrender) and 1755 (Braddock’s calamity) 
had put Virginia’s northwestern frontier into headlines  

 Page 2 

Washington first visited Winchester as a 
sixteen-year-old surveyor in 1748 

Photo by Michael Rea 
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Washington in Virginia Regiment 
uniform 

Charles Willson Peale, courtesy  
Washington & Lee University 
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throughout the western world, and Winchester, which had been a mere 
country crossroads a few years earlier, gained international recognition. 
Louis XV’s best cartographer in Paris, Jacque-Nicolas Bellin, showed Win-
chester prominently on his map of 1755. Winchester had come of age: it 
had entered onto the world stage, as had Washington, “whose volley fired in 
the backwoods of America set the world on fire.” (Horace Walpole) 

Washington’s strategic plan for the defense of the Virginia frontier was to 
support and sustain Fort Cumberland (Will’s Creek) as his western-most 
outpost, but to establish Winchester as his defensive anchor and ultimate 
fall-back position. Writing to 
Governor Dinwiddie in April 

1756, Washington commented about his decision to select Winchester for the lo-
cation of Virginia’s largest and most impressive fortification—Fort Loudoun. “This 
is the place generally fixed upon, as it has a free and open communication with all 
the Country [i.e. western Virginia], from its central situation; though trifling in itself, 
a place of the utmost importance to the Country in general.” “Our Country” was 
Washington’s usual appellation for Virginia, a name he never employed for Great 
Britain. Without expressly articulating it, young Washington already had a vision of 
America with an identity separate from England. During much of the year 1756, 
Washington was consumed with the building of Fort Loudoun, named after John 
Campbell, 4th Earl of Loudoun, a Scots nobleman who was commander-in-chief of 
all British forces in North America (1756-57) but never visited Virginia.  

West of Winchester, Washington ordered his trusted subordinates, all officers in 
the Virginia Regiment, to establish an outlying string of smaller forts and strong-
houses. These subordinates included: Thomas Waggener at Fort Pleasant near Old Fields, WV; John Ashby at Fort Ashby, WV; 
William Cocks at Cocks’s Fort on Patterson Creek, WV; Joseph Edward at Fort Edwards, near present-day Capon Bridge, WV. 
Waggener was an especially impressive frontier warrior who had gone to hell and back with Washington, suffering both the hu-

miliation at Fort Necessity in 1754 and 
the effusion of blood at Braddock’s disas-
ter on the Monogahela in 1755.  

The first half of 1756 was particularly 
painful on the Virginia frontier, as parties 
of Indians (often Shawnees) led by dash-
ing young French officers from Fort Du-
quesne attacked settlements west of 
Winchester, especially in the valleys of 
the Cacapon River and the South Branch 
of the Potomac. The first week of April, 
Washington rode into Winchester from 
Williamsburg (where  

 

WINCHESTER (Frederick Town) COMES OF AGE, 1755 
Jacques-Nicolas Bellin, Library of Congress 

Strategic Winchester, notice the road to Philadelphia 
Fry-Jefferson map, Library of Congress 
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together the strands of Winchester’s early history and connected them to George Washington’s formative years as a soldier. The 
town and man matured together and succeeded together. 

In the Q&A after Carl’s presentation, knowledgeable members of the audience added their expertise to important issues con-
cerning Washington and Winchester. Folks wanted to chime in, and this was a very special part of the occasion.  

A Huge Thank You to C-Span! The cooperative TV crew much appreciated their sumptuous lunch at the hotel. They were not 
accustomed to the kind of hospitality that Winchester extends to visitors.  

I later received a letter from our Mayor saying our event drew the largest crowd of any throughout the year!  And everyone loved 
learning more about the eighteenth-century origins of Winchester and the town’s association with George Washington and the 
French and Indian War. 

Special thanks to Jim Moyer and Jim Shipp for their technical expertise, and Eric Cherry for loaning us his painting of Winchester 
in 1748. 

Carl was invited to Westminster Canterbury that Nov. by former Mayor Betsy Helm to give this lecture for them. (Another 90 en-
thusiastic people attended!)  

I urge you to view this presentation about the town’s history streaming on C-Span 3, History, Carl Ekberg.  

continued on page 4 
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he had been consulting with Governor Dinwiddie) and found a truly desperate situation. He immediately reported to Dinwiddie 
that “the Enemy have returned in greater numbers; committed several murders not far from Winchester; and even are so daring 
as to attack our Forts in open day; Many of the Inhabitants are in a miserable situation by their losses, and so apprehensive of 
danger that, I believe, unless a stop is put to the depredations of the Indians; the Blue-Ridge will soon become our Frontier.” 
Several times during the first half of 1756, Washington expressed deep pessimism about defending Winchester, opining that a 
strategic retreat eastward over the Blue Ridge might well be necessary. Troops from the Virginia regiment sortied forth from Fort 
Edwards on the Cacapon on April 18, only to discover that a substantial party of Indians and French marines had lured them into 
an ambush, resulting in the deaths of more than a dozen men.  Washington’s reaction to this bloody affair bordered on panic, the 
closest we ever see him verging on that emotion: To Dinwiddie, April 24: “Not an hour, nay, scarecely a minute passes, that does 
not produce fresh alarms and melancholy accounts. So that I am distracted what to do. . . . The Inhabitants are removing daily; 
and in a short time will leave this County [Frederick] as desolate as Hampshire [location of Fort Edwards], where scarce a family 
lives.” 

Washington’s reaction, as Bland’s Treatise of Military Discipline advised him, was to clamp down hard, very hard—on himself 
and on others. He drove himself mercilessly, his health sometimes breaking down (often with “the bloody flux” [dysentery]), and 
demanded the same of his troops. Drunkenness was punished with 100 lashes, desertion with death; “Henry Campbell, for De-
sertion, is to be shot on Sunday morning [June 27th] at seven of the clock,” Washington ordered, after a court martial of Regi-
mental officers had decided Campbell’s fate. When he heard that Captain John Ashby’s wife at Fort Ashby had developed an 
over-fondness for rum and young soldiers, Washington advised the captain to throw her out of his camp, “or I shall take care to 
drive her out myself, and suspend you.” Just as well that Washington decided to become a soldier rather than a marriage coun-
selor. Women were a constant problem for Washington, who was always concerned about the corrosive effect they would have 
on military discipline. Female camp followers were indispensable components of eighteenth-century armies, and Washington 
understood this, but he ordered that “three women are to be allowed each Company [of the Virginia Regiment] on condition of 
their behaving well, and washing for the men: No more women will be allowed to draw provisions.” We long to know more about 
these impertinent women, some more generous than others, who so vexed Washington. 

“French and Indian War” is a name that is often confusing and can be misleading. This name was originally coined in the nine-
teenth century with the intention of emphasizing that French forces were often aided by Indians, especially the Shawnees. But 
the British also had Indian allies, and war parties from more southern tribes, especially the Catawbas and Cherokees, did lend 
support to Washington’s defense of Virginia’s western frontier. In May 1757, Washington informed Dinwiddie that “I doubt not but 
your Honor before this is informed, that a party of Cherokees under Warhatchie is come in [to Fort Loudoun] with 4 scalps and 2 
Prisoners.” And a month later Washington wrote to Colonel John Stanwix that “I have the pleasure to inform you, that a scouting 
party, consisting of 5 Soldiers, and 15 Cherokee Indians, who were sent out the 20th ultimo, towards the Ohio, under Lt Baker, 
returned the 8th instant to Fort Cumberland with 5 scalps, and a French Officer prisoner [Ensign François-Louis Picoté de 
Belestre]; having killed two other Officers of the same party.” Indian alliances were always fragile, complicated and constantly 
shifting and evolving, but Washington could ill afford to ignore them, though he was distrustful of Indians in general. 

In Winchester, Washington’s control extended well beyond the men serving under his command at Fort Loudoun, which building 
project Washington was desperate to push through to completion. On Sunday, July 25, 1756, he ordered that “All men in town, 
that are fit for duty, are to be employed on the public works [especially the fort itself]; and a list of their names given to Major 
[Adam] Stephens, who is to have the direction of them.” These few words are utterly remarkable, for they reveal that during the 
desperate year 1756 Washington, age 24 years, was functioning as virtual military dictator in Winchester. There is no evidence 
that Washington ever abused the awesome power that Governor Dinwiddie and the Burgesses had granted him, for Washington, 
hugely ambitious though he was, never in his life pursued power for its own sake. But when it was necessary to bring an over-
whelmingly important task to fruition, he was not reluctant to exer-
cise power—always imposing on that personal responsibility the 
same self-discipline he demanded of others. 

And the overwhelmingly important task facing Washington in 1756 
was to complete Fort Loudoun, bulwark for the defense of Virginia’s 
frontier. Washington himself designed the structure, which was 
based on classic eighteenth-century fortification architecture—four 
curtain walls, defended by four corner bastions, with interior bar-
racks and a central parade ground.  Once Washington had decided 
on the fort’s location in Winchester, the Virginia House of Burgesses 
in Williamsburg immediately began allocating funds for the project, 
for the defense of Winchester was in essence the defense of all  
Virginia. Although the Burgesses began with a modest allocation of 
£1,000 sterling, huge amounts of resources, for that time and that 
place, were eventually poured into this construction project, the final 
cost running upwards of £10,000. Britain’s declaration of war 
against France, which was read to Washington’s assembled troops 
at Winchester in August 1756, further energized the construction project, 
and soon the rising massive curtain walls (each 78 ft. long, 16 ft. high, and 18 in. thick) of the fort, situated on the hill just north of 

the center of the village, came to dominate the settlement.  

Fort Loudoun, drawing by Norman Baker 
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President, David Grosso 

Vice President, Stevan A. Resan 

Treasurer, Jimmie L. Shipp 

Secretary, Marc Robinson 

Historian, David Jenkins 

Dale Corey 

Carl Ekberg 

Tony Elar 

Erick Moore 

Eric Robinson 

Scott Straub 

 

Committee Chairs 

Building & Grounds,  
    Erick Moore 

By-Laws, Stevan A. Resan 

Development/Fundraising,  
    Tony Elar 

Education & Outreach,  
    Scott Straub 

Finance, Jimmie L. Shipp 

Membership, David Grosso 

Newsletter, TBD 

Call for 

Committee Members! 

If you have ideas, time or       

resources we need your help. If 

you could serve on any of the 

above committees, please email 

fiwf.dsg@comcast.net. 

NAME _____________________________  

ADDRESS  _________________________  

CITY ______________________________  

STATE  ___________________________  

ZIP _______________________________  

TELEPHONE _______________________  

E-MAIL ____________________________  

Annual Dues 

□ Student $ 15 

□ Individual / Family $ 30 

□ Patron $ 100 

□ Sustaining        $ 250 

□ Benefactor        $ 500 

100 Soldiers—Lifetime Memberships 

□ Soldier     $ 1,000 

□ Captain                   $ 5,000 

□ Colonel                 $ 10,000 

The Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization 

YES, I wish to become a member of the French and Indian War Foundation 
 and play an important role in supporting the educational goals and preservation of 

the sites associated with this conflict on the American frontier. 

Mission 

Goals 

 Raise public awareness about the war 

and its consequences through public 
lectures and tours, as well as publica-
tion in the media. 

 Collect and conserve primary docu-

ments relating to the war. 

 Identify, document, preserve and inter-

pret French and Indian War era land-
marks in the backcountry of the mid-
Atlantic colonies. 

 Cooperate with privately and publicly 

owned French and Indian War fort 
sites in research, promotion and 
preservation activities. 

We encourage high school and college 

History students to  

participate with all activities. 

□ I will volunteer my  

services 

□ I would like to make a  

Donation __________  

Please forward this form to: 

The French and Indian War  

Foundation 

P.O. Box 751 
Winchester, VA 22604 
 
www.FIWF.org 



French and Indian War Foundation 
Box 751   
Winchester, VA 22604 
 

frenchandindianwarfoundation.org 
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The fort loomed above the humble houses of Winchester just as cathedrals in 
Europe loomed over the half-timbered cottages that lay below them. By De-
cember 1756, construction on the fort had progressed far enough that Wash-
ington established his personal quarters there, and henceforth “Fort Loudoun” 
rather than “Winchester” appeared on the dateline of his letters. 

Wars, with their imperatives to concentrate men and materiéls, often have 
enormous stimulative effects on select communities. As  Detroit and Los An-
geles thrived during WW II, so Winchester was a boom town during the 
French and Indian War. Andrew Burnaby remarked in 1760 that “Winchester 
is the place of general rendez-vous of the  Virginia troops, which is the reason 
of its late rapid increase, and present flourishing condition.” Washington’s de-

cision to make Winchester his command post, and to locate Fort Loudoun 
there, had revolutionized the community, turning a country village into a thriv-
ing town with a diverse, even motley, population—soldiers and Indians 
(always a few), farmers and entrepreneurs, tavern owners, hucksters and 
prostitutes.  

Authors dealing with young Washington’s career during the French and Indian 
War tend to give short shrift to Winchester’s role in that career. Peter Stark’s 
excellent volume, Young Washinton: How Wilderness and War Forged Ameri-
ca’s Founding Father, is a good  recent example. Stark provides only rare 
glimpses of Winchester, dwelling more (as his title suggests) on the outlying 
wilderness than on Washington’s   relationship to the town. But, although 
Washington showed himself remarkably adept at coping with frontier warfare 
in the mountains and forests, his time spent in Winchester—contemplating 
strategy, drawing conclusions, making decisions, and issuing    orders—is 

what enlarged his mind and strengthened his character. As the town grew, so grew young Washington, and the symbiotic rela-
tionship between man and town during the 1750s should not be forgotten.  

Winchester After the French & Indian War. Notice Fort 
Loudoun (left), just north of town 

(Wiederholt map, Library of Virginia).  

Eric Cherry: Fort Loudoun looming above Winchester 


