
Business Consult-

 Page 1 

 W I N C H E S T E R ’ S  

Up-Coming Events 

September 14 
Audio Tour Premiere 
 

September 28 
Member Fest & Norman Baker 
Book Signing 
 

November 10 
Annual Meeting 

PO Box 751, Winchester, Virginia 22604 www.FIWF.org Volume 8, Issue 2, August 2013 

SCOTS-IRISH DINNER 

 W I N C H E S T E R ’ S  

by Roberta Munske  

& Linda Ross 

On Saturday, March 16th, The French and Indian War Foundation held their first Scots-Irish 
Party at the George Washington Hotel Ballroom. The date was chosen because it is the     
anniversary of the day the young George Washington (age 16) first arrived in Winchester, and 
it is also the day before Saint Patrick's Day.  Some of the earliest settlers in this area were 
Scots-Irish. 

We would like to thank the Planning Committee of Suzanne Baker, Linda Ross, Karen Shipp, 
Susan Emmart, and Roberta Munske. 

Our Chairmen for the event, Mr. and Mrs. Norman 
Baker of Delaplane, Va., greeted the 70-plus guests. 
The ballroom was resplendent with greens and tar-
tans, and beautiful Irish Crystal on the mantle.  Table 
centerpieces featured Irish Bell Flowers. 

Chef Patrick Evans presented an amazing Colonial 
feast featuring a game pie and other foods appropriate 
to our Scots, Irish, and Colonial culinary heritage. 

A huge welcome 
was given to Hon-
orary Chairmen, Mr. 
George Glass and 
Mr. Jim Robinson of 
Winchester. Mr. Glass is the great, great, great, great 
grandson of James Wood.  Jim Robinson is the son of late 
Congressman J. Kenneth Robinson.   

Foundation President Linda Ross introduced Mr. Glass, 
who spoke eloquently about his ties to Winchester. Ted 
Watson introduced Jim Robinson, with warm personal 
recollections of his time spent with the J. Kenneth       

Robinson clan. It was noted that Jim Robinson had a long career in the Apple industry, was 
President of the Apple Blossom Festival, and was named Rotarian of the Year. Mr. Robinson 
spoke of his Irish Quaker heritage and family history. 

What a party!  The ballroom was filled and alive with excitement as the entertainment be-
gan.  First we had the young Irish dancers, National Champions from the local McGrath 
School of Irish Dance.  This was followed by a rousing round of music by the Winchester 
Pipes and Drums, elegant in their kilts. 

The silent auction was concluded and a live auction of artwork and    
single malt whiskey was conducted by Mr. Ed Orndoff.  Auction Chair-
men were Karen and Jim Shipp. We thank the businesses and individu-
als who donated the wonderful auction items. 

With the formal program over, DJ Hampton Thomas of Special Occa-
sions took over and played all our oldies and requests for dancing into 
the night. It was certainly a memorable occasion. 

This special event and auction netted the Foundation over $3600. 
Thanks to all who participated. 

Honorary Chairman, George Glass with 

his wife Patricia and Jenny Kalbach 

Linda Zamore, Bobby Scully and 
Ben Zamore 

Jenny Kalbach and 
Shirley and Hunter Gaunt 

Honorary Chairman, Jim Robinson with 

Jim and Susan Emmart and 

Suzanne and Norman Baker 

Karen and Jim Shipp 

Bill Gibbs and dancers of 
McGrath School of Irish Dance 

Tom and JoAnn Larsen 
and Elanor Monahan 



GREAT NEWS!  
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EXCERPTS FROM 

THE NORTHERN VIRGINIA DAILY 

“Fort added to Va. Landmarks Register” 

By Ryan Cornell, July 10, 2013 

The FIWF has initiated work on what will be    

Winchester’s first Historical Cell Phone Tour.    

Visitors to the site of Fort Loudoun will find sign-

age directing them to call a phone number or visit 

our website to hear audio narratives about the fort. 

Joining the FIWF in presenting this tour is the 

Bank of Clarke County, which has graciously 

agreed to fully sponsor 

the tour for the first 2 

years.  BOCC Marketing 

Director, John Hudson, whose voice is heard in 

radio ads for the bank, joined WINC-FM 92.5 deejay Barry Lee and others at the radio 

station in recording the narrations for the tour.  Signs were developed and were ap-

proved by the Winchester Board of Architectural Review. 

Join us September 14th to “listen” for the first time to hear the events at Fort 

Loudoun as we have interpreted them.  This premiere event begins at 10 am at Fort 

Loudoun(419 N. Loudoun St., Winchester, VA).  Don’t miss the inaugural tour and    

Mayor Liz Minor cutting the Wireless Ribbon! 

CELL PHONE TOUR   by Scott Straub 

 

We desperately need 
a public address 

system! 

Generous donors have 
given us $150 toward 

this effort.  

We need $500 to 
purchase a new one 

OR 

if anyone has a old 
one to donate, we’ll 

take it! 

WISH L IST  



 

Sen. Harry F.Byrd died peacefully at 
the age of 98 at his home in 
Winchester,Va.  on July 30th. He 
was a member of our Foundation 
since the beginning. A huge follower 
of History that believed our mission 
is a very valuable one for 
everyone.  We will miss this 
extraordinary man and public servant who so loved the 
Shenandoah Valley and history of Winchester and 
our Colonial times.  Sen. Byrd  was a Patriot and a great 
leader. We are fortunate that he made his home in 
Winchester.  
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by Scott Straub FORT LOUDOUN DAY  

Photo: Official portrait via Wikimedia 

Archaeologist David Clark, was also on hand to provide 
some insight into the intricacies of recovering artifacts and 
properly classifying them.  His 
hands-on archaeological display 
provided visitors with an  
opportunity to recover pieces of 
artifacts and try to figure out how 
to put them all back together.   
Adding to the flavor of the day 
were members of the Sons of 
the American Revolution and re-
enactors, all of whom helped 
bring the spirit of the French & 
Indian War alive.  The SAR color guard raised the Union 
Jack at noon to round out the day’s activities. 

A good time was had by 
all !  Charles Hall & Patsy 

Gochenour pose for a picture. 

Fort Loudoun Day was well attended again this year, as 
we celebrated the 257

th
 anniversary of George Washing-

ton beginning the construction of what was one of the 
most formidable military installations of the French &    
Indian War.   

A respectable crowd gathered to lis-
ten to speaker Larry Johnson (aka 
Liberty Man) tell stories of what life 
was like for the men and women of 
the mid 1700’s and what all they had 
to do to survive 
the perils of a 
treacherous fron-
tier.   
Winchester's 

mayor, Liz Minor, was in attendance 
and graciously assisted Liberty Man 
when he called for some audience 
participation in remembering why the 

colonial people fought so 
hard for their rights and 
freedoms.   

FIWF Essay Contest winner, Sydney    
Shepard, accepted her $500.00 prize for 
writing about the Frye-Jefferson Map and 
read her essay for those in attendance. Sydney Shepard 

Amy Dzien and her son,  
Jackson, look over Liberty 

Man’s display. 

 WASHINGTON’S WELL REVEALED  by Stevan Resan 

For almost 80 years the well 
sunk into solid rock by Christo-
pher Heintz during the building 
of Fort Loudoun (commonly 
referred to as “Washington’s 
Well”) has remained hidden 
from view. It was a 250+ year 
old time capsule covered by a 
concrete slab. Gradually, the 
well is revealing its secrets. 

First six inch diameter cores from the concrete slab were 
removed to provide access to the well. Photos were taken 
which showed that the diameter of the well was a little over 
six feet with the water level twelve feet below the level of 
the slab. 

On July 25 a camera was lowered into the well to survey the 
interior and record the condition of the walls and bottom of 
the well. 

Subsurface Technologies of Rock Tavern, New York per-
formed this Survey. The company normally surveys munici-
pal and industrial wells, but this was its first historical well 

survey. 

 When Subsurface Technologies was first contacted, Steve 
Catania, vice President of operations volunteered to person-
ally come to Winchester to do the survey at no cost to the 
Foundation. He said that “it would be an honor to perform 
the survey on such a historic well”. 

While the camera descended into the well, 
live feed was transmitted to a video monitor 
in a specially equipped trailer. Norman 
Baker, Historian, and Steve Resan viewed 
the monitor as images of wall showed how 
the well was dug. The camera reached a 
depth of 75 feet before encountering a floor 
of sediment. Since historical records report 
that the well was at least 103 feet deep this 
indicates that there is at least 28 feet of sedi-
ment and artifacts remaining in the well. 

The Foundation plans to apply for grants to 
fund exploration to the bottom of the well and retrieval of the 
artifacts. 

The well as it 

appears today.  

Local SAR members 
provide support for 
the raising of the 

Union Jack 
 

From Left to Right: 
Paul Chase,  
Ralph Pierce,  
Jim Hildbold,  

Rob Andrews,  
Brett Osborn  

and  
Jack Lillis. 

Larry Johnson and  
Jim Hildbold bring the spirit 
of Fort Loudoun Day to life. 

http://frenchandindianwarfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/100_5904.jpg
http://frenchandindianwarfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/100_5915.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-wAmVgvUOqus/T9HatIAwzQI/AAAAAAAADD0/fSVRvthccqE/s1600/DSCN1934-2.jpg
http://frenchandindianwarfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/100_5902.jpg
http://frenchandindianwarfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/larry-and-jim.jpg


The Architecture of Fort Loudoun  by Norman Baker 
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John Taylor 

Winchester Pipes and Drums 

Marie Straub and Michelle Rees 
Pat Zontine, Melinda Childress 

Susan and Jim Emmart 

McGrath School 

Irish Dancers 

Jim Robinson 

Fort Loudoun adhered closely to the classic geometric formula used by military engineers of the period.  It was positioned on the crest of the hill 

immediately north of and about 40 feet above the new town of Winchester.  Its axis was oriented closely with the main street of the town and 

skewed a few degrees to the east.  Prior to the erection of the fort, a considerable amount of earth fill had to be brought in order to provide a 

level base for the fort’s horizontal timber construction.  

The outline of the fort completed a square, with a bastion at each corner, 204 feet to the side, as measured from the farthest extension, the tips 

or salient angle of the bastions. Each bastion was designed with embrasures in the parapets for mounting six cannon, for a total of 24 weapons.  

The bastion faces, the widest and extended wall of the bastions, were 55 feet, while the flanks, connecting the faces to the walls of the fort 

proper, were 18 feet.  The 55 feet for the faces of the bastions compares to 58 feet 3 inches when adhering strictly to the basic formula, where 

the faces are 2/7
th
 the side of the fort square of 204 feet.  The bastions were covered over to provide flooring for the cannon and for storage 

below.  The South Bastion was used as the fort’s magazine. 

The curtains of the fort, the walls or ramparts connecting the flanks of the bastions, were 78 feet. The base of the ramparts was 18 feet wide, 

constructed of outer and inner walls of interlocked horizontal hewn timbers, with the space between the walls filled with earth and stone.  The 

ramparts of the curtains and bastions were raised to a height of about 16 feet, surmounted by parapets and banquettes.  The outer rampart 

walls tapered inward about 17 degrees, while the inner walls were vertical.  The inner and outer walls were joined by random interlocking tim-

bers. 

Five buildings were erected within and against the inner rampart walls of the fort.  Three of these, against the north, east and west walls, were 

two-story buildings designed basically as barracks.  Two, one and one-half story structures, were placed against the inner south wall, on either 

side of the fort’s gate, or “Front Porch.”  The largest of the structures, the North Barracks, was about 18 by 85 feet, while the East Barracks and 

West Barracks were about 18 by 68 feet.  Each of the barracks had large heating and cooking fireplaces at each end.  The fort’s well was locat-

ed on the north end of the West Barracks and between it and the North Barracks, opposite the Northwest Bastion.  The two smaller structures 

inside the south rampart, on each side of the fort’s gate, were about 18 by 38 feet.  The one on the east side of the gate was Colonel Washing-

ton’s headquarters, while the building on the west side was a guard house and “prison.”  The fort was designed to house a garrison of 450. 

A sally port through the West Barracks was recommended for Fort Loudoun as a passage to a redoubt on the elevated ground beyond the 

small ravine west of the fort.  The redoubt would provide protection against an enemy attempting to entrench siege cannon that could be 

brought to bear against the Northwest Bastion of the fort. 

A ditch or moat was included in Washington’s plans for the perimeter of the fort, but the shallow soil covering the limestone hill stymied the com-

pletion of this defense measure.  Possible exceptions, at least for partial ditching, would have been limited to the areas where substantial earth 

fill was added to provide a level base for the projecting bastions. 

Vauban, Sébastien Le Prestre de Vauban (1633-1707), one of the most notable of the French fortification engineers, is credited with developing 

the style of the more sophisticated fortifications employed in Europe and transplanted to America during the eighteenth century.  He used the 

latest scientific principles to ensure that each part of a fortification could receive protection from a neighboring bastion or wall.  The basic princi-

ples of this style of fortification were incorporated by the French when constructing their forts in New France in America, including not only For-

tress Louisbourg in Nova Scotia, but also, in its simplest form, Fort Duquesne on the Ohio.  These principles were applied by Washington in his 

design of Fort Loudoun in 1756, just as did the designers of Fort William Henry and Fort Edward (New York) in 1755, Fort Augusta in Pennsyl-

vania, and Fort Frederick in Maryland in 1756. 

M O R E  S C O T S  I R I S H  D I N N E R  P H O T O S  



FULLY DEVELOPED FORTIFICATION IN THE VAUBAN STYLE 

Fortification (French [Fr] fortification), a military work usually constructed for defensive purposes.  

Fortress ( Fr forteresse), a large fortification or group of defensive works, often inclosing a town.   

Bastion (Fr bastion), a pentagonal projection of a fortification, often though not always at a corner, and designed to provide a 
sweeping fire along the curtain walls.  

Curtain (Fr courtine), a section of the outer wall of a fort, usually between bastions, and generally being close to vertical (outer 
wall at Fort Loudoun slanted inward about 17 degrees). 

Glacis (Fr glacis), an area surrounding a fortification (usually sloped at major fortificiations to deflect cannon balls), cleared of 
trees, shrubs, boulders and so forth, so that an advancing enemy had no natural cover.    

Barracks (Fr, baraque= hut), a building used for lodging enlisted men (usually not commissioned officers), often but not always 
located within a fortification. Often used in plural form. 

Quarters (Fr  quartier), used usually in reference to officiers’ quarters, often but not always located within a fortification. General-
ly used in plural form.   

Headquarters (Fr quartier général), a commandant’s office, often but not always located within a fortification. 

Rampart (Fr, rempart), loosely, the main perimeter wall of a fortification, often surmounted by a parapet. 

Parapet (Fr parapet), the walkway atop a rampart, or sometimes elevated above the rampart, used by soldiers when defending 
a fortification.  

Magazine (Fr magasin), a secure facility, usually within a fortification and often located in a bastion, for storing weapons, gun-
powder and other explosives.   

Sally port (Fr saillie, Fr porte), a small, protected gate in a fortification’s wall, from which soldiers in the garrison might covertly 
sally forth in small counter-offensives or to effect reconnaissance.   

Redoubt (Fr redoute, Italian [It] ridotto), an outlying work, independent of the main fortification, often planned in conjunction with 
a sally port.   

Vauban, Sébastien Le Prestre de Vauban (1633-1707), the French engineering genius famous for developing the style of fortifi-
cations that all European militaries (and their American imitators) used during the eighteenth century.  He put into common us-
age all the words defined above.  By Napoleon’s order, his heart was deposited in a honored place in the church of Les Invalides 

in Paris.   

GLOSSARY OF  

FORTIFICATION ARCHITECTURE 
by Carl Ekberg 
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On February 22nd we held our annual George Washington Birth-
day Celebration in the Half Note 
Lounge at the George Washington 
Hotel. This years celebration was 
in honor of his  281st birthday.  
Guests were 
greeted by James 
Wood (our own 
board member 
Mr. Stevan  
Resan). 

Sweet music played by Jane Casper and Miss 
Sadie Bell, age 12, played "Happy Birthday" on 
the piano.  We had a great turn-out with toasts 
led by our friend, Mr. Brett Osborn.  Delicious 
appetizers served by the Hotel.  

A special treat, a La-
dies Harmonizing champion 
group was staying in the hotel 
and serenaded us.  They were 
fabulous! 

Also, 
Kevin 
Kaukl, 

pianist, and Shenan-
doah University stu-
dent played all our 
requests. 

This was a wonderful 
celebration to Col. George Washington.  

George Washington’s  
Birthday Celebration 

Join us 

Saturday, September 28th 

4:30 - 7:30 pm 

at the home of  

Linda & Tom Gibbs 

529 Jefferson St. 

for 

Appetizers & Wine 

Surprise Entertainment 

Norman Baker’s 
Book Signing 

of his new book 

S A V E  T H E  D A T E !  
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Col Washingtion enjoying the  

music played by Sadie Bell 

James Wood & 

Sadie Bell 

Surprise visit 

USA Harmony Champions  

Kevin Kaukl Kate & Jim  

Simpson 

MEMBER FEST 

32 East Piccadilly St. 

Winchester, VA 

540-662-3804 

 

Visit us on Facebook! 

 

Many Thanks  

to our  local  

Printing Partner for 

this  

complimentary 

full color edition  

of our newsletter. 

We recommend you 

contact them for all 

of your printing and 

marketing materials. 
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Board meetings are the 1
st
 Tuesday of 

each month at 5:30 pm. 
 
President, Linda Q. Ross 
Vice President, Steve Resan 
Treasurer, Jim Shipp 
Secretary, Alan Morrison 
Historian, Norman Baker 
Dr. Carl Ekberg 
Susan Emmart 
Roberta Munske 
Scott Straub 
 

Committee Chairs 

Education & Outreach, Scott Straub, 
& Susan Emmart  
Membership, Roberta Munske 
Finance, Jim Shipp 
Development/Fundraising, Our 
Board 
Building & Grounds, Jim Shipp & 
Linda Ross 
 

Call for Committee Members! 
If you have ideas, time or resources 
we need your help. If you could serve 
on any of the above committees, 
please call Linda Ross at 665-2046. 

THE  2013 BOARD  

NAME _____________________________  

ADDRESS  _________________________  

CITY ______________________________  

STATE  ____________________________  

ZIP _______________________________  

TELEPHONE _______________________  

E-MAIL ____________________________  

Annual Dues 

□ Student $ 15 

□ Individual / Family $ 30 

□ Patron $ 100 

□ Sustaining        $ 250 

□ Benefactor        $ 500 

100 Soldiers—Lifetime Memberships 

□ Soldier     $ 1,000 

□ Captain                   $ 5,000 

□ Colonel                 $ 10,000 

YES, I wish to become a member of the French and Indian War Foundation 
 and play an important role in supporting the educational goals and preservation of 

the sites associated with this conflict on the American frontier. 

Mission 

“The French and Indian War Foundation 
preserves and interprets the colonial history of 

the Virginia frontier.” 
Goals 

 Raise public awareness about the war and 

its consequences through public lectures 
and tours, as well as publication in the 
media. 

 Collect and conserve primary documents 

relating to the war. 

 Identify, document, preserve and interpret 

French and Indian War era landmarks in 
the backcountry of the mid-Atlantic colo-
nies. 

 Cooperate with privately and publicly 

owned French and Indian War fort sites in 
research, promotion and preservation 
activities. 

 

We encourage high school and college 
History students to  

participate with all activities. 

MEMBERSHIP  

□ I will volunteer my  

services 

□ I would like to make a  

Donation _________  

Please forward this form to: 

The French and Indian War  

Foundation 

P.O. Box 751 
Winchester, VA 22604 
(540) 665-2046 

www.FIWF.org 

THANK YOU TO THIS 

YEAR’S DONORS 

We would like to thank the following 

for donations above and beyond  

their annual dues: 

Sustaining Member: 

Mr. Brett Robertson 

Patrons: 

Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Barlow 

Mr. Albert Copenhaver 

Mr. Jim Moyer & Ms. Faye Dutton 

Mr. & Mrs. James C. Emmart 

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Morrison 

Mr. Brett Osborn 

Mr. James Robertson 

Mr. & Mrs. George Schember 

Mr. Donald W. Stewart 

Ms. Eloise Strader 

Mr. Thomas H. Sullivan 

Lt. Col. William C. Westgart 

DUES REMINDER!  

To check your membership status, take a look at your mailing label on this       

Newsletter. If there is a date above your name, it shows when your membership 

dues will come due. If you are paid up, we thank you. If not, please renew now using 

the form on this page. We depend greatly on membership dues and donations to 

keep the Foundation going. 

"LIfe" on your label indicates that you are a SOLDIER of the Foundation, and a life-

time   member. 

If there is no date above your name on the label, you are receiving this Newsletter 

as a complimentary copy. Again, we hope you support our efforts and join the  

Foundation, using the Membership form on this page. Thank you. 

NEW SOLDIERS IN THE FOUNDATION 

Our newest SOLDIERS (and Lifetime Members) are Mr. and Mrs. Scott Straub of 

Winchester. Scott is a very active member of our Board of Directors, and we thank 

him and his wife for this great show of support. 

The Foundation goal is 100 SOLDIERS, so please consider raising your member-

ship to this level. 



French and Indian War Foundation 
Box 751   
Winchester, VA 22604 
 

frenchandindianwarfoundation.org 

 

“Preserving and Interpreting the  

Colonial History of the Virginia Frontier” 

 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

 

 
The French and Indian War Foundation of Winchester  

 

invites you to the initiation of 
Winchester’s First 

Cell Phone Audio Tour 
as we have interpreted the events at 

Fort Loudon beginning in 1756 
 

Saturday, September 14th at 10:00 am 

 

Fort Loudoun 
419 N. Loudoun St.  Winchester 

Mayor Liz Minor will unveil our sign, cut the wireless ribbon and 
make that FIRST CALL as we re-live history 

Author Norman Baker will be present to sign his new book 
"Braddock's Road" 

 

 www.FIWF.org Questions call 540-539-6424 
 Rain or Shine Free Event 

Annual Meeting 

Sunday,  November 10th 

2:00 pm 

Godfrey Miller Home 

Speaker 

Dr. David Clark 

Zooarchaeology and  military meat 
diet, meat stores and more at Ft. 

Loudoun with comparison to other 
French and Indian War sites 

More details to follow 


